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THE LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS
— Tania Hernández Velasco
— translator: Desireé Hof

I.
I arrive, I arrive laughing, me [the one] with a cheerful face: 
NKMG�ŕQYGTU�O[�UQPIU�CTG�KPVGTYQXGP�CPF�WPHQNF�YKVJ�VJGO��
—Ajorca de Cantos Floridos,�0CJWC�RQGO�

+�FQPɜV�URGCM�VJG�NCPIWCIG�QH�ŕQYGTU��DWV�C�HGY�[GCTU�CIQ��VJCPMU�VQ�O[�EQWUKP�/��YJQ�YCU�
KPVGTRTGVKPI�HQT�OG��+�KPVGTXKGYGF�C�%QUOQU�UWNRJWTGC��+��YJQ�VJQWIJV�VJCV�VJKU�V[RG�QH�ŕQYGT�YCU�
UGGP�CU�CP�KPXCUKXG�RNCPV��VQQM�VJG�QRRQTVWPKV[�VQ�CUM�JGT�KH�UJG�CEVWCNN[�YCU�C�YGGF��5JG�TGRNKGF�
DKVVGTN[�YKVJ�PQ��VJCV�UJG�YCU�C�DGG�ŕQYGT�VJCV�JCF�UGGFGF�JGTUGNH��5JG�CNUQ�VQNF�OG�VJCV�UJG�JCF�PQ�
KFGC�YJCV�JGT�CIG�YCU�CU�UJG�VJQWIJV�VJCV�UJG�YCU�ɔDCTGN[�DQTPɕ��+�UVKNN�YQPFGT�YJCV�ɔDCTGN[ɕ�OGCPU�
HQT�C�ŕQYGT�
 

� 6JG�KPVGTXKGY�YCU�C�DTKGH�OQOGPV�KP�*WCZEWCZENC��)WCFCNWRG�8KEVQTKC��2WGDNC��CPF�YCU�C�IKHV�HTQO�
/���YJQ�YCU�PKPG�[GCTU�QNF�CV�VJG�VKOG��+�JCF�IQPG�VJGTG�VQ�ŔNO�O[�HCOKN[ɜU�NCUV�JCTXGUV�CU�C�HCTGYGNN�
VQ�QWT�UOCNN�RKGEG�QH�NCPF��/[�ITCPFRC��VJG�NCUV�RGCUCPV�HTQO�QWT�NKPGCIG��JCF�FKGF�CPF�VJGTG�YCU�
PQDQF[�GNUG�YJQ�YCPVGF�VQ�EQPVKPWG�JKU�YQTM��9JKNG�+�YCU�ŔNOKPI�VJG�ŔPCN�JCTXGUV�QH�DNCEM�DGCPU��/��
CRRTQCEJGF�OG�VQ�RNC[�YKVJ�VJG�ECOGTC�CPF�VQ�VGCEJ�OG�JQY�VQ�NKUVGP�VQ�VJG�YJKURGTU�QH�VJG�VKP[�
� 6JCV�OQOGPV�TGOKPFGF�OG�QH�JQY�C�HGY�OQPVJU�GCTNKGT��FWTKPI�VJG�TCKPKPI�UGCUQP��QWT�RNCPVKPI�
YCU�UCXGF�HTQO�CO�WPTGNGPVKPI�JCKNUVQTO��+V�FKF�FGUVTQ[�VJG�EWNVKXCVKQP�QH�VJG�PGKIJDQWTKPI�RNQV��+P�
VJG�FC[U�DGHQTG�VJG�ITGCV�FQYPRQWT��VJG�GFIGU�QH�VJG�ŔGNF�YGTG�EQXGTGF�YKVJ�UQOG�MKPF�QH�[GNNQY�
HGPEG�OCFG�QH�ŕQYGTU��/[�OQO�YCU�EQPXKPEGF�VJCV�UQOGDQF[ had planted this fence to protect our 
DGCPU��%QWNF�KV�JCXG�DGGP�O[�ITCPFRC�QT�OC[DG�UQOGDQF[�GNUG!�9G�PGXGT�MPGY�VJG�CPUYGT��KV�PGXGT�
ETQUUGF�QWT�OKPFU�VQ�CUM�VJG�ŕQYGTU��

Photogram from 
Titixe (2018), dir. 
Tania Hernández 
Velasco.
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� /[�OQVJGT�YCU�DQTP�KP�VJKU�RNCEG�QH�DQVJ�RTGUGPEG�CPF�CDUGPEG�OQTG�VJCP�JCNH�C�EGPVWT[�CIQ��
*GTG��UJG�JGNRGF�YKVJ�RNCPVKPI��VKNNKPI�CPF�JCTXGUVKPI�GXGT[�OQTPKPI�DGHQTG�IQKPI�VQ�UEJQQN��6JKU�
NCUVGF�WPVKN�UJG��CV�VJG�CIG�QH�ŔHVGGP��OQXGF�VQ�/GZKEQ�%KV[��1PG�D[�QPG��JGT�DTQVJGTU�CPF�UKUVGTU�
YGTG�NGCXKPI�KP�UGCTEJ�QH�C�DGVVGT�NKHG��VJG[�UCKF��QPG�VJCV�VJG[�EQWNFPɜV�ŔPF�CV�VJG�EQWPVT[UKFG��
*QYGXGT��UQOG�VKOG�CIQ�KP�/GZKEQ�%KV[�+�RTQOKUGF�O[�ITCPFRC�VJCV�+�YQWNF�TGVWTP�JGTG�VQ�ŔNO�JKU�
YQTM��+�TGEQTFGF�VJG�KPVGTXKGY�YKVJ�VJG�ŕQYGT�CU�+�VTKGF�VQ�HWNŔNN�O[�RTQOKUG�
� )QKPI�DCEM�VQ�VJKU�RNCEG�VJCV�O[�HCOKN[�EQWNF�PQ�NQPIGT�EQPVKPWG�VQ�KPJCDKV��JCU�PQV�QPN[�CNNQYGF�
OG�VQ�ITCUR�YJCV�CEVWCNN[�ITQYU�QP�VJKU�GCTVJ��DWV�CNUQ�VQ�UGPUG�VJG�OQTG�RTQHQWPF�RTQOKUG�VJCVɜU�
WPFGTPGCVJ�KV��VJG�TWTCN�CPF�FG�KPFKIGPKUGF�TQQVU�VJCV�YGTG�HQTIQVVGP�KP�O[�WRDTKPIKPI�KP�/GZKEQ�%KV[��
+�ECP�EQWPV�QP�O[�ŔPIGTU�VJG�COQWPV�QH�PCOGU��KOCIGU�CPF�UVQTKGU�+�MPQY�HTQO�VJG�CPEGUVQTU�YJQ�
RTGEGFGF�O[�ITCPFRCTGPVUɜ�IGPGTCVKQP�
� 6JKU�UJKHV�FKF�PQV�UVCTV�YKVJ�VJG�OKITCVKQP�QH�O[�RCTGPVU��DWV��CU�GZRNCKPGF�D[�VJKPMGTU�UWEJ�CU�
;ÉUPC[C�#IWKNCT�CPF�(GFGTKEQ�0CXCTTGVG��KV�KU�RCTV�QH�VJG�JKUVQTKECN�RTQEGUU�QH�EQPUQNKFCVKQP�QH�VJG�
/GZKECP�PCVKQP�UVCVG��C�RTQLGEV�QH�YJKVGPKPI�CPF�EWNVWTCN�JQOQIGPKUCVKQP��KFGPVKV[�CPF�VJG�WUG�
of language under the ideal of the OGUVK\Q��5RCPKUJ�URGCMKPI�CPF�ɔOQFGTPɕ��)GPGTCVKQP�CHVGT�
IGPGTCVKQP��VJG�HCOKN[ɜU�VKGU�YKVJ�QWT�EQOOWPKVKGU�CPF�QTKIKP�UVQTKGU�YGTG�GTCUGF��6JG�UVQTKGU�VJCV�
UJCRGF�OG�JCXG�OQXGF�CYC[�HTQO�O[�CPEGUVQTɜU�RCVJU�
� 2GTJCRU�HQT�VJCV�TGCUQP��QPG�QH�VJG�OQUV�EJGTKUJGF�OGOQTKGU�+�JCXG�KU�VJCV�QH�C�DCUMGV�ŔNNGF�YKVJ�
ŕQYGTU�VJCV�+�TGEGKXGF�CU�C�EJKNF��QP�QPG�QH�VJG�HGY�VKOGU�YG�ECOG�VQ�*WCZEWCZENC��+V�YCU�C�IKHV�HTQO�
O[�ITGCV�ITCPFOC�%COG��YJQO�+�NGCTPGF�VQ�ECNN�ɔ#DWGNKVC�%JKSWKVCɕ��PQV�QPN[�DGECWUG�UJG�YCU�
UQ�UOCNN��DWV�CNUQ�DGECWUG�JGT�UOKNG�CPF�JGT�G[GU�UJQPG�NKMG�VJQUG�QH�C�NKVVNG�IKTN��5JG�RKEMGF�GCEJ�
QPG�QH�VJGUG�ŕQYGTU�HTQO�VJG�ICTFGP�VJCV�UJG�ECTGHWNN[�VGPFGF��+�TGOGODGT�VJG�IGTCPKWOU��DNCEM�
G[GF�5WUCPU��FCKUKGU�CPF�VJG�%QUOQU�UWNRJWTGCU��QT�CWVWOP�ŕQYGTU�VJCV�CTTKXGF�WPKPXKVGF�VQ�VJG�
QTEJCTFU�CPF�ŔGNFU�KP�5GRVGODGT��
� /[�OQO�UC[U�VJCV�+�TGOKPF�JGT�QH�#DWGNKVC�%JKSWKVC��YJCV�OCMGU�OG�YQPFGT�CDQWV�JGT�CNN�VJG�
VKOG��$WV�+�TCTGN[�UCY�JGT�CPF�YG�URQMG�XGT[�NKVVNG��CPF�DGECWUG�QH�VJCV�+�JQNF�QPVQ�VJG�OGOQTKGU�
QH�JGT�ŕQYGTU�VQ�IGV�VQ�MPQY�JGT�DGVVGT��+�KOCIKPG�JGT��NKMG�/���YKVJ�VJG�RQYGT�VQ�VCNM�YKVJ�ŕQYGTU��
UJCTKPI�CNN�JGT�NQPIKPIU�CPF�RCKPU�YKVJ�VJG�DWFU�KP�JGT�QTEJCTF��*GT�NKHG�YCU�ŔNNGF�YKVJ�JCTFUJKR�CPF�
JCTF�YQTM��DWV�VQ�QVJGTU�UJG�CNYC[U�YCU�C�RGTUQP�QH�ITGCV�UYGGVPGUU��ECPF[��UVQTKGU��EQQMKGU��HQQF��
CPF�GURGEKCNN[�ŕQYGTU��6JG�ŕQYGTU�PQY�HQWPF�KP�*WCZEWCZENC�CTG�RGTJCRU�FGUEGPFCPVU�QH�VJQUG�
YKVJ�YJKEJ�#DWGNKVC�%JKSWKVC�URQMG��+H�+�YQWNF�NGCTP�JQY�VQ�VCNM�YKVJ�ŕQYGTU��YJCV�YQWNF�VJG[�VGNN�OG�
CDQWV�JGT!�%QWNF�VJG[�UKPI�OG�C�UQPI�CDQWV�JGT!

II.
1P�[QWT�NQPI�JCKT
6JG�EWV�ŕQYGTU�YCKN�
5QOG�DGCT�NKVVNG�FCIIGTU
1VJGTU�ŔTG�CPF�QVJGTU�YCVGT���
—(GFGTKEQ�)CTEëC�.QTEC��4QUKVC�VJG�5RKPUVGT�
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+�YQWNF�NKMG�VQ�ŔNO�VJG�ŕQYGTU�KP�*WCZEWCZENC�UKPIKPI�CDQWV�#DWGNKVC�%JKSWKVC��CDQWV�O[�OQO��O[�
ITCPFRC�CPF�ITCPFOC��CDQWV�CNN�VJG�CPEGUVQTU�+�ECPPQV�PCOG��+�YQPFGT�JQY�VJG�ŕQYGTU�HTQO�VJKU�
URGEKŔE�TGIKQP�UKPI�CPF�UQ�+�UVCTV�VQ�EQOG�WR�YKVJ�KOCIGU�CPF�KFGCU�
� +VɜU�GCU[�HQT�OG�VQ�KOCIKPG�CPVJTQRQOQTRJKUGF�ŕQYGTU��HQTOKPI�NKVVNG�OQWVJU�YKVJ�VJGKT�RGVCNU��
GXGT[�ŕQYGT�JCU�C�WPKSWG�RGTUQPCNKV[�CPF�C�FKőGTGPV�XQKEG��*QYGXGT��KV�UCFFGPU�OG�VQ�VJKPM�QH�VJG�
RCTCFG�QH�JWOCP�ENKEJÛU��DTKOOKPI�YKVJ�RTGLWFKEG��VJCV�+�OKIJV�CYMYCTFN[�RTQLGEV�QPVQ�VJG�ŕQYGTU��
#P�GZCORNG�KU�JQY�VJG�ŕQYGTU�KP�&KUPG[ɜU�XGTUKQP�QH�#NKEG�KP�9QPFGTNCPF�CTG�RTQLGEVGF��9JGP�VJG[�
UKPI��C�ECVCNQI�QH�UKORNKUVKE�HGOKPKPG�CTEJGV[RGU�CTG�DGKPI�FKURNC[GF�QPVQ�VJGO��VJG�UVGTP�OQVJGT��
VJG�WPCVVCKPCDNG�YJKVG�OCKFGP�CPF�VJG�IQUUKR[�CPF�UECPFCNQWU�UKUVGTU��6JG[�TGOKPF�OG�QH�VJG�
XGJGOGPEG�YKVJ�YJKEJ�O[�HTKGPF�$��QPEG�VQNF�OG�VJCV�UJG�JCVGF�TGEGKXKPI�ŕQYGTU�HTQO�OCNG�UWKVQTU��
5JG�VJQWIJV�VJCV�COQPI�VJG�TQUGU�KP�VJG�DQWSWGV�VJGTG�YQWNF�DG�CP�GPEQFGF�OGUUCIG�ŔNNGF�YKVJ�
GZRGEVCVKQPU�VQYCTFU�JGT��VJCV�UJG�PGGFU�VQ�DG�DGCWVKHWN�CPF�SWKGV��NKMG�C�ŕQYGT�VJCV�YKNN�DG�VJTQYP�
QWV�QH�VJG�XCUG�YJGP�KVU�EQNQT�KU�HCFKPI�
� +P�FKőGTGPV�EWNVWTGU�CPF�FKőGTGPV�VKOGU�YG�JCXG�RWV�XCTKQWU�OGCPKPIU�CPF�OGUUCIGU�QPVQ�
ŕQYGTU��+P�8KEVQTKCP�'PINCPF��HQT�GZCORNG��VJGTG�YCU�CP�QDUGUUKQP�YKVJ�ETGCVKPI�UGETGV�EQFGU�VJCV�
CNNQYGF�NQXGTU��GPGOKGU��HTKGPFU�CPF�CUUQEKCVGU�VQ�EQOOWPKECVG�YKVJ�GCEJ�QVJGT��#�OKOQUC�EQWNF�
DG�C�RTQOKUG�QH�EJCUVKV[��C�[GNNQY�TQUG�EQWNF�DG�C�UVCVGOGPV�QH�LGCNQWU[��C�RQRR[�EQWNF�KPFKECVG�C�
OGODGTUJKR�KP�C�RQNKVKECN�RCTV[��0QYCFC[U��KH�[QW�UGCTEJ�VJG�KPVGTPGV�HQT�ɔVJG�OGCPKPI�QH�ŕQYGTUɕ�
[QW�YKNN�ŔPF�EQWPVNGUU�QPNKPG�ŕQYGT�UJQRU�UJQYKPI�Qő�WPGSWKXQECN�IWKFGU�QP�YJCV�ŕQYGT�VQ�DW[�
HQT�YJKEJ�QEECUKQP�CPF�UGPVKOGPV��6Q�OG��VJGUG�FKEVKQPCTKGU�CPF�EQFGU�UGGO�KPUWŒEKGPV��0QV�QPN[�
DGECWUG�VJG[�CTG�CNOQUV�CNYC[U�DCUGF�QP�'WTQEGPVTKE�UVCPFCTFU��DWV�CNUQ�DGECWUG�VJG[�UVTKR�VJG�
ŕQYGTU�ɍCNTGCF[�EWVɍ�QH�CP[�RQUUKDKNKV[�QH�TGRNKECVKQP�
� #PF�VJG�HCEV�KU�VJCV�ŕQYGTU�DGHQTG�DGKPI�EWV�CTG�KPUWDQTFKPCVG��CU�UVCVGF�D[�VJG�$GNIKCP�RNC[YTKIJV�
CPF�RQGV�/CWTKEG�/CGVGTNKPEM�KP�6JG�+PVGNNKIGPEG�QH�(NQYGTU��&GURKVG�VJG�HCEV�VJCV�VJGKT�TQQV�U[UVGO�
EQPUVTCKPVU�VJGO�HTQO�OQXKPI��VJG[�JCXG�FGXGNQRGF�EQORNGZ�UWTXKXCN�UVTCVGIKGU�ɔVQ�GUECRG�WRYCTF�
VQ�VJG�HCVCNKV[�DGNQY��VQ�GNWFG��VQ�DTGCM�VJG�FCTM�CPF�YGKIJV[�NCY��VQ�HTGG�KV�UGNH��VQ�DTGCM�VJG�PCTTQY�
URJGTG��VQ�KPXGPV�QT�KPXQMG�YKPIU��VQ�GUECRG�CU�HCT�CU�RQUUKDNG��VQ�EQPSWGT�VJG�URCEG�YJGTGKP�HCVG�
GPENQUGU�KV��VQ�CRRTQCEJ�CPQVJGT�MKPIFQO��VQ�GPVGT�C�OQXKPI��CPKOCVGF�YQTNFɕ��1�(NQYGTU��KP�YC[U�
KORGTEGRVKDNG�VQ�QWT�G[G��FGH[�FGUVKP[�
� #PQVJGT�GZCORNG�QH�VJKU�TGDGNNKQWUPGUU�KP�ŕQYGTU�KU�FKURNC[GF�D[�VJG�DTKNNKCPV�)GQTIKCP�ŔNOOCMGT�
1VCT�+QUUGNKCPK�KP�5QPI�#DQWV�C�(NQYGT� 2�KP�YJKEJ�VJG[�TCKUG�VJGKT�XQKEGU�KP�C�EQNNGEVKXG�DCNNCF�CICKPUV�
VJG�ETWUJKPI�OCTEJ�QH�OQFGTP�KPFWUVTKCNKUO��+QUUGNKCPKɜU�ŕQYGTU�CTG�CDNG�VQ�EQODCV�VJG�CURJCNV��
TKUKPI�VJTQWIJ�KVU�ETCEMU�KP�UGCTEJ�QH�NKIJV��+V�IKXGU�WU�C�RGGM�KPVQ�VJG�HWVWTG�NCPFUECRG�KP�YJKEJ�VJG�
RNCPV�MKPIFQO�YKNN�TGENCKO�VJG�URCEGU�EQXGTGF�YKVJ�KTQP�CPF�EGOGPV��KP�C�VKOG�KP�YJKEJ�RGQRNG�PQ�
NQPIGT�NKXG��6JG[�FQ�PQV�PGGF�C�FTCYP�QP�OQWVJ�KP�QTFGT�VQ�DG�CDNG�VQ�UKPI��6JG[�QPN[�PGGF�C�UOCNN�
DTGG\G�VQ�OCMG�VJGO�VTGODNG�KP�CNN�FKTGEVKQPU��VQ�GOKV�C�UQPI�VJCV�ECP�DG�JGCTF�CPF�UGGP��DWV�CDQXG�
CNN��KV�ECP�DG�UOGNNGF�
� 6JKU�RCTVKEWNCT�NCPIWCIG�YCU�UGPUGF�D[�*GNNGP�-GNNGT��VJG�NWOKPQWU�CPF�RCUUKQPCVG�#OGTKECP�
VJKPMGT�CPF�CEVKXKUV��YJGP�UJG�ENCKOGF�JGT�CDUQNWVG�DGNKGH�VJCV�ŕQYGTU�ECP�VCNM�CPF�VJCV�QPG�FC[�
YG�YKNN�WPFGTUVCPF�VJGO��-GNNGT��YJQ�YCU�UQOGQPG�YKVJ�UKIJV�CPF�JGCTKPI�KORCKTOGPVU��QDXKQWUN[�
FKF�PQV�QPN[�TGHGT�VQ�VJG�ŕQTCN�FKURNC[�QH�EQNQTU�CPF�UJCRGU�CPF�PQV�QPN[�VQ�C�XKDTCVKQP�VJCV�YG�EQWNF�
KOCIKPG�CU�XQKEG�NKMG��5JG�CNUQ�TGHGTTGF�VQ�VJG�CNRJCDGV�QH�UOGNNU�CPF�VGZVWTGU�VJCV�VQFC[�QPN[�
DWODNGDGGU��DGGU�CPF�DWVVGTŕKGU�CTG�CDNG�VQ�WPFGTUVCPF��+P�VJG�OQXKG�*GT�UQEKCNKUV�UOKNG� director 
,QJP�)KCPXKVQ�GZRNQTGU�-GNNGTɜU�VJQWIJVU�CPF�KOCIKPCVKQP��+V�YCU�VJG�OQXKG�KP�YJKEJ�+�IQV�VQ�MPQY�
-GNNGTɜU�NQXG�HQT�ŕQYGTU��6JG�ŔNOOCMGT�CRRTQCEJGU�PCVWTG�CU�KH�JG�YCPVU�VQ�VQWEJ�KV�YKVJ�JKU�ECOGTC��
6JKU�YCU�JQY�-GNNGT�TGEGKXGF�VJG�OGUUCIGU�HTQO�VJG�ŕQYGTU�
� 6JG�UGPUG�QH�VQWEJ�TGOKPFU�OG�QH�CPQVJGT�#OGTKECP�YJQUG�YQTM�JCU�JCF�C�RTQHQWPF�KORCEV�
QP�OG�UKPEG�ŔNO�UEJQQN��CXCPV�ICTFG�ŔNOOCMGT�/CTKG�/GPMGP��5JG�CNNQYU�JGTUGNH�VQ�VQWEJ�VJKPIU�
YKVJ�JGT�ECOGTC�CPF�UJQYU�JQY�VJKPIU�CTG�VQWEJKPI�JGT��*GT�CRRTQCEJ�VQ�VJG�YQTNF�TGEQIPKUGU�
VJG�HTCIKNKV[�CPF�XKVCNKV[�QH�JGT�QYP�DQF[�D[�WPHQNFKPI�VJQUG�VJCV�CTG�ETQUUKPI�JGT�IC\G�YKVJ�KPVWKVKXG��
RNC[HWN��EWTKQWU�CPF�FCPEKPI�DQFKN[�OQXGOGPVU��+P�JGT�)NKORUG�QH�VJG�)CTFGP� 3�C�RQGVKE�ŔNO�QH�ŔXG�
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OKPWVGU��/GPMGP�GPECRUWNCVGU�CPF�EGNGDTCVGU�VJG�GPGTI[�CPF�TGNKGH�QH�VJG�UQWPFU��TJ[VJOU��EQNQWTU��
HTCITCPEGU�CPF�VGZVWTGU�VJCV�UJG�GPEQWPVGTU�FWTKPI�JGT�UJQTV�XKUKV�VJTQWIJ�C�ICTFGP��/GPMGP�
EQOOWPKECVGU�YKVJ�VJG�ŕQYGTU�D[�RNC[KPI��FCPEKPI��OQXKPI�YKVJQWV�WVVGTKPI�C�YQTF��CU�KH�VJG�QPN[�
YC[�VQ�IGV�KP�VWPG�YKVJ�VJGO�KU�D[�WUKPI�JGT�DQF[�NCPIWCIG�

 
III.

6JG�DNGGFKPI�CPEGUVT[�QH�ŕQYGTU�JCU�EQOOKVVGF�OG�VQ�NKHG�
#TG�[QW�HCOKNKCT�YKVJ�VJG�DNGGFKPI�CPEGUVT[�QH�VJG�ŕQYGTU!
Ɍ(QTQWIJ�(CTTQMJ\CF��+V�+U�1PN[�5QWPF�6JCV�4GOCKPU�

/[�UKDNKPI�5��CPF�+�CTG�EQ�YTKVKPI�C�OQXKG�VQIGVJGT��$[�FQKPI�UQ��YG�VT[�VQ�TGKOCIKPG�VJG�CTEJKXG�QH�
HCEGU��NCPFUECRGU��UVQTKGU�CPF�UQPIU�YJKEJ�YGTG�FKURNCEGF�HTQO�QWT�DQFKGU�CU�YG�YGTG�DQTP�CPF�
TCKUGF�KP�/GZKEQ�%KV[��YJGTG�YG�KPJCDKVGF�RCVTKCTEJCN��TCEKUV�CPF�ENCUUKUV�OKFFNG�ENCUU�URCEGU��+P�
QWT�EJKNFJQQF�CPF�CFQNGUEGPEG�YG�YGTG�RGTOGCVGF�D[�VJG�JGIGOQPKE�PCTTCVKXGU�VJGUG�EQPVGZVU�
VTCPURKTGF��FWTKPI�DGVVGT�VKOGU�VJG[�FKF�PQV�TGRTGUGPV�WU��FWTKPI�VJG�YQTUV�VJG[�JWTV�WU�
� 9G�TGUQPCVG�YKVJ�VJG�KFGCU�QH�&QTQVGC�)ĄOG\�)TKLCNXC��C�-ɜKEJG�/C[CP�HGOKPKUV��YJQ�TGEQIPKUGU�
JGT�QYP�DQF[�PQV�QPN[�CU�C�RNCEG�VJCV�KU�DKQNQIKECN��DWV�RQNKVKECN�CU�YGNN��YKVJ�ɔJKUVQT[��OGOQT[�CPF�
MPQYNGFIG��DQVJ�CPEGUVTCN�CPF�HTQO�=JGT?�RGTUQPCN�JKUVQT[ɕ��4�5��CPF�+�NQPI�VQ�GZRNQTG�QWT�DQF[�VGTTKVQT[�
VJTQWIJ�ŔNO�KP�QTFGT�VQ�UQY�KP�KV�VJG�UVQTKGU�VJCV�YGTG�FKUECTFGF�HTQO�WU�CPF�QWT�CPEGUVQTU�
� $WV�YG�ECPPQV�TGEQXGT�YJCV�YG�NQUV��PQT�FQ�YG�YKUJ�VQ�ENCKO�C�RQNKVKECN�UVCPEG�VJCV�FQGU�PQV�DGNQPI�
VQ�WU��9G�YKUJ��ɍKPURKTGF�D[�URGEWNCVKXG�ŔEVKQP�CPF�WVQRKCP�IGQITCRJKGUɍ�VQ�VWTP�QWT�DQFKGU�KPVQ�C�
UJCTGF�VGTTKVQT[�KP�YJKEJ�YG�ETGCVG�TQQVU�CPF�QYPGTUJKR��C�VGTTKVQT[�VJCV�YCNMU�CPF�DTGCVJGU�YKVJ�WU�
CPF�RQUUGUUGU�CNN�VJG�EQNQTU�QH�QWT�UMKP��C�VGTTKVQT[�KP�EQPVKPWQWU�VTCPUHQTOCVKQP�CPF�YKVJQWV�DQTFGTU��
UJCRGF�D[�VJG�KOCIKPCT[�CPF�TGCN�EQQTFKPCVGU�VJCV�HQTO�WU�
� 1PG�QH�VJGUG�RNCEGU�KU�*WCZEWCZENC��*GTG��YJGP�VJGTG�KU�PQ�QPG�VQ�VKNN�VJG�UQKN��QT�VQ�RWNN�VJG�YGGFU�
HTQO�KV��VJG�NCPF�KU�ŔNNGF�YKVJ�%QUOQU�UWNRJWTGCU�CPF�QVJGT�ŕQYGTU�VJCV�CTG�RGTEGKXGF�CU�KPXCUKXG��+VU�
CDWPFCPEG�TGHGTU�VQ�VJG�CDUGPEG�QH�CNN�VJG�RGQRNG�YJQ�WR�WPVKN�PQY�JCXG�EWNVKXCVGF�VJCV�UOCNN�RKGEG�
QH�NCPF��+P�VJG�OQTPKPI�DTGG\G��VJGUG�ŕQYGTU�UJCMG�CPF�VTGODNG�YKVJ�UGETGV�TJ[VJOU�CPF�ECFGPEGU��
+�FQPɜV�URGCM�VJG�NCPIWCIG�QH�ŕQYGTU��DWV�+�KOCIKPG�VJGO�CU�CPVGPPCU�VJCV�TGEGKXG�CPF�KPVGTRTGV�
OGUUCIGU�HTQO�VJQUG�YJQ�CTG�PQ�NQPIGT�VJGTG��5QOGVKOGU��+�KOCIKPG�VJGO�UGPFKPI�QWV�CPF�TGEGKXKPI�
OGUUCIGU��NKMG�VJCV�QPG�VKOG�VJG[�RTQVGEVGF�VJG�NCPF�CICKPUV�VJG�GNGOGPVU��+P�QWT�OQXKG��+�UCKF�VQ�5���
+ɜF�YKUJ�YG�EQWNF�TGIKUVGT�VJG�ŕQYGT�UQPIU�QH�*WCZEWCZENC��6JCV�OC[DG�VJTQWIJ�VJGO�YG�ECP�ŔPF�
GEJQGU�QH�VJQUG�YJQ�MPQY�JQY�VQ�VCNM�VQ�VJGO�
9JGP�+�VQNF�5��VJKU�FGUKTG��VJG[�CUMGF�OG�KH�+�EQWNF�KOCIKPG�YJCV�VJGUG�ŕQYGTU�UQWPFGF�NKMG��+��
KPVWKVKXGN[��TGRNKGF�VJCV�+�YQWNF�NKMG�VJGO�VQ�UQWPF�NKMG�VJG�VKODTG�QH�#DWGNKVC�%JKSWKVC��ɔ5Q�FQ�[QW�VJKPM�
VJCV�QWT�ŕQYGTU�UJQWNF�JCXG�XQKEGU�VJCV�YG�EQWNF�RGTEGKXG�CU�HGOKPKPG!ɕ��CUMGF�5��VQ�OG��VQ�VJGP�

Photograms of 
Glimpse of the 
Garden (1957), dir. 
Marie Menken.
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CFF��ɔ+H�VJCVɜU�VJG�ECUG��KV�YQWNF�DG�NQXGN[�VQ�VJKPM�QH�QWT�ŕQYGTU�JCXKPI�VTCPU�YQOGPɜU�XQKEGU��1T�GXGP�
DGVVGT��VJCV�VJG[�ŕWEVWCVG�DGVYGGP�OCNG�CPF�HGOCNG�XQKEGU��CU�UQOG�ŕQYGTU�CEVWCNN[�FQɕ��5���YJQ�KU�C�
VTCPUOCUEWNKPG�PQP�DKPCT[�RGTUQP��RTQEGGFGF�VQ�RCUUKQPCVGN[�UJCTG�YKVJ�OG�JQY�VJG[�JCF�TGEGPVN[�
JGCTF�UQOG�QH�5KQDJCP�)WGTTGTQɜU�KFGCU��)WGTTGTQ�KU�C�DTKNNKCPV�/GZKECP�RJKNQUQRJGT�CPF�VTCPU�
/GZKECP�DKQNQIKUV�YJQ�KPURKTGF�VJGO�FGGRN[��5KQDJCP�TGHGTU�VQ�VJG�GZKUVGPEG�QH�RTQVCPFTQWU�ŕQYGTU�

YJKEJ�ŔTUV�HWPEVKQP�CU�OCNG��VQ�VJGP�EJCPIG�VQ�HGOCNG��CPF�RTQVQI[PQWU�ŕQYGTU�
YJKEJ�JCXG�VJG�
QRRQUKVG�VTCLGEVQT[���VQ�FKUOCPVNG�VJG�DKQNQIKUVKE�CTIWOGPVU�VJCV�CNNWFG�VQ�VJG�GZKUVGPEG�QH�VTCPU�RGQRNG�
CU�CP�WPPCVWTCN�RJGPQOGPQP��ɔ(NQYGTU�CNUQ�WPFGTIQ�VTCPUKVKQPUɕ��UCKF�5��YKVJ�C�UOKNG��ɔCU�UWTGN[�OCP[�
QH�QWT�CPEGUVQTU�YGTG�WPCDNG�VQ�FQ�UQ��%CP�[QW�KOCIKPG�CP[�QH�VJGO�UKPIKPI�VQ�WU�VJTQWIJ�C�ŕQYGT!�
%QWNF�YG�VJGP�UKPI�UQOGVJKPI�DCEM�VQ�VJGO!ɕ��6JGP�5��EQORQUGF�C�DGCWVKHWN�JWOOKPI�UQPI��KP�YJKEJ�
VJG[�OKZGF�NQY�CPF�JKIJ�PQVGU�KPFKUETKOKPCVGN[��QXGTUJCFQYKPI�HQT�C�OQOGPV�C�RQUUKDNG�KPVGTRTGVCVKQP�
QH�VJG�ŕQYGTUɜ�XQKEGU�CU�DQVJ�OCUEWNKPG�QT�HGOKPKPG��+V�VQQM�5��PQ�GőQTV�CV�CNN�VQ�ETGCVG�VJKU�UQPI��KV�YCU�
CU�KH�VJG�GZCEV�XKDTCVKQPU�YGTG�CNTGCF[�YCKVKPI�CPZKQWUN[�VQ�EQOG�QWV�QH�VJGKT�XQECN�EQTFU�
� +�FQPɜV�URGCM�VJG�NCPIWCIG�QH�ŕQYGTU��DWV�+�YQWNF�NKMG�VQ�DGNKGXG�VJCV�VJGTG�CTG�OGOQTKGU�KP�O[�DQF[�
VJCV�+�ECP�CEVKXCVG�YKVJ�O[�ŔXG�UGPUGU�VQ��CV�VJG�NGCUV�GZRGEVGF�OQOGPV��GPVGT�KPVQ�EQPXGTUCVKQP�YKVJ�
CNN�VJG�ŕQYGTU�QH�*WCZEWCZENC�

×

6CPKC�*GTPÉPFG\�8GNCUEQ

Photograms from  
Titixe (2018), dir. 
Tania Hernández 
Velasco.
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NOTES & REFERENCES
 1�/CWTKEG�/CGVGTNKPEM��.C�+PVGNKIGPEKC�FG�NCU�(NQTGU� 

6KVKXKNNWU�
GFKVQT�FKIKVCN���������R����

 2�1VCT�+QUUGNKCPK��%CPEKĄP�UQDTG�WPC�ŕQT��������#XCKNCDNG�

at <JVVRU���YYY�EKPGOCVJGSWG�HT�JGPTK�ŔNO�������

UCRQXPGNC�QVCT�KQUUGNKCPK����� �

 3�/CTKG�/GPMGP��)NKORUG�QH�VJG�)CTFGP��������#XCKNCDNG�CV�

<JVVRU���YYY�FCKN[OQVKQP�EQO�XKFGQ�ZH�FYK �

 4�&QTQVGC�)ĄOG\�)TKLCNXC��/K�%WGTRQ�'U�WP�6GTTKVQTKQ�

2QNëVKEQ��$TGEJC�.ÛUDKEC��������R����

ƼƃƆƵ�ƮƱƣƑűŧƼ�ƃśƵ�ŦűűƝ�ƓƆƝŭƕǓ�ƵǁƮƮƣƱƼűŭ�ŦǓ

ƵƼƆƜǁƕűƱƆƝžƵŻƣƝŭƵ���ŧƱűśƼƆǌű�ŻǁƝŭƵ�Ɲƕ


